
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

2
COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

5
OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS

8
GLOBAL EXPERIENCE

10
BEYOND the
CLASSROOM

12
REMEMBERING

12
CREDITS and
CONTACTS

Under the direction of Dean Ray Davis, a dozen
distinguished alumni, academicians, business leaders and
scholars have agreed to serve on a newly created School
of the Arts and Professions Executive Board. Many are
graduates who welcome the opportunity to give back to
their alma mater.

Contributing is what motivated Sherman Lambert, a
successful attorney in West Virginia who attended the
university on a track scholarship in the 1970s, to
participate. “I have a duty and a responsibility to pay
back,” he said. “UMES was the catalyst that gave me life.
It was more than just a degree. There were so many
people there who helped me develop into a man.”

Board member Allen Singleton, who graduated from

what was then Maryland State College in 1959, echoed
that sense of responsibility. “Anything that I can contribute
to the advisory board as a consequence of my sundry
years of experience as an educator and administrator in
higher education, I will do so enthusiastically,” he said.
“It is a sense of pride and joy to give back to UMES any
opportunity I get.”

The board met for the first time in October and will
continue to meet semi-annually. It will assist Dean Davis
in strategic planning and serve as a liaison between the
university and its external constituencies. Board members
are also charged with advocating for resources that will
enhance the academic, cultural and creative climate for
SAP students and faculty.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEMBERS:

MARK BOWEN

DAVID BRIDDELL

KENNETH GAUDREAU

GLADYS GOSLEE

MORGAN HAZEL

HORATIO W. JONES

SHERMAN LAMBERT

MARJORIE MILES

EARL RICHARDSON

DIANNA ROGERS-FORD

ERNEST SATCHELL

ALLEN SINGLETON

SHARING their EXPERTISE

SHERMAN LAMBERT

ALLEN SINGLETON

My professional career has taken
me to five universities. Each experience
has prepared me for the next career
move. However, none has been more
gratifying than my current position as the
Dean of the School of The Arts and
Professions (SAP). When I was an
undergraduate, it was UMES that laid the
foundation for my professional career.
Like me, many ambitious young men and
women benefitted from the dedicated and
nurturing faculty and staff at UMES. They
cared about students – and still do. Upon
my return to UMES, I renewed
acquaintances with some of my former professors. More recently,
I even ran into a favorite librarian who has since retired. These
experiences have made this a true homecoming! 

My first six months may be described as exciting and filled
with great expectations. I am most proud of organizing the SAP
Executive Board. Each member is a successful professional who is
passionate about UMES. I am thrilled to serve with alumni and
other board members for a cause that supports students and
faculty. Collectively, the board will serve the SAP as an advocate and
liaison between the school, the corporate sector, and private
enterprise. Its capacity to impact the school’s strategic vision is
enormous. 

However, no academic unit, regardless of its leadership, can
succeed without competent and committed faculty and staff. In spite
of the economic challenges, this faculty, both full-time and part-
time, has remained steadfast while serving this institution and
students with excellence. Still, the faculty is challenged with

excessive teaching workloads and limited
resources for professional development.
Advocating for additional resources –
including faculty and staff positions – will
be one of my major challenges.  Although
the university administration is aware of
our shortfall, I am committed to keeping
the school’s needs at the forefront.

I am also proud of the many talented
students that come to UMES and major in
one of the programs in our school. With a
student body enrollment of 1248, the SAP
is the university’s largest academic unit. It
has been a pleasure, as dean, to see the

awesome talent of our students under the tutelage of our faculty.
During the fall semester, the university community was entertained
by our fantastic concert and gospel choirs, as well as by the various
musical ensembles. Art students exhibited their original works. The
outstanding performances of our theater students included a
rendition of the stage production of “For Colored Girls Who Have
Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf.” One of our
students competed in the Ford Black College Quiz Bowl in Atlanta,
Ga., and placed second out of 10 finalists. Again, the talents and
outstanding achievements of our students are a great source of
pride.

The School of The Arts and Professions has much potential! I
look forward to providing leadership that will advance the school
to another level of excellence. Working collaboratively with our
outstanding executive board, the faculty, students, staff, the
university administration, and other constituent groups, we can
make a difference.

DEAN’S CORNER
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English faculty member Sandy
Johnston met her namesake head-on.
When Hurricane Sandy battered the
Lower Shore in late October, Johnston
and her family were hunkered down in
their Crisfield, Md., home.  

It was Crisfield that took the
hardest hit locally. Sandy toppled trees
and power lines, and wind-driven water
from the Chesapeake Bay forced its way
through the town, causing widespread
flooding and seriously damaging many
homes and businesses.  

Johnston’s house became an
island; water lapped at the top step of
her front porch but never entered her
home. “So many people
lost everything,” she said.
“We were very lucky.”

UMES was also lucky.
About 700 students
remained on campus
through the storm; they
spent one night together
in the Student Services
Center. Classes were
canceled for just two days,
and the rhythm of the
school year quickly
returned to normal. 

It hasn’t been that easy for
Crisfield, so the UMES community—
including members of the School of the
Arts and Professions— launched a
number of initiatives to help.    

The students, faculty, and staff of
the social sciences department collected
more than 74 cold weather items for
Crisfield families. Prior to their delivery,
new and used hats, gloves, coats,
sweaters, jackets and pants were
displayed on and around the
department’s Christmas tree. The

department provided blankets for
families in need as well.                                     

The university’s Department
of Education also mobilized to
help. The faculty has long term
relationships with Somerset
County schools where UMES
teacher candidates get valuable
field experience. The
department collaborated with
the teachers in their partner
schools to support families in
need. They were able to
deliver donations of furniture,
a television, linens, food and
school supplies to the staff at

Carter G. Woodson Elementary School just before the holidays.

Community Connections

A Maryland Higher Education Commission
grant has made it possible for some local students
to earn college credit at UMES while they’re still
enrolled in high school.

Dr. Michael Nugent, a faculty member in the
Department of Education, secured funding from
the commission’s College Preparation Intervention
Program to enroll 80 high school students from
nearby Dorchester and Somerset Counties in two
college classes at UMES during the summer of
2012. The money also provided college admissions
counseling and family financial aid workshops for
the high schools in both counties.

DevJuan Tilghman, a senior at Cambridge-
South Dorchester High School, is one of the
students who participated in the program. “My
experience as a dual enrollment student at UMES
has been a wonderful and new learning
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GETTING a HEAD START

Local high school students attend a UMES class.

IN the
EYE of the STORM

Some of the cold weather gear
collected by the Department of
Social Sciences.

opportunity,” he said. “I got the chance to
experience what it's exactly like to be a college
student.”

Nugent hopes to expand the program in 2013
to include 90 local students. The state grant covered
tuition, books, transportation and meals.

The Dorchester Board of Education’s Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction Lorenzo Hughes
calls the students the “real winners” in the
partnership between UMES and his school district.
“As a result of students talking about their
experience at UMES this summer, more students
are realizing the possibility of attending a four year
college upon graduation,” Hughes said.

Hughes knows the value of a helping hand.
The youngest of six children, he attended UMES on
a full scholarship and graduated with a degree in
English education in 1996.
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UMES students are
helping at-risk youth in
Somerset County through a
mentoring initiative sponsored
by the university’s Department
of Education in collaboration
with its Department of Social
Sciences.  

Back in 2011, UMES
males answered a call to serve
as mentors to at-risk boys at
Princess Anne Elementary
School. The children, from
single parent households,
were selected because of
disciplinary issues.  Many of
the boys had absentee or
incarcerated fathers and

siblings involved in gangs. The UMES mentors visited their mentees three
times a week to engage them in discussions on behavior, leadership,
responsibility, academics, media, health and respect for the opposite sex. 

ON their OWN
The December 2012 graduating seniors from the Department of Fine

Arts had a busy semester. In addition to the traditional senior show in the
Mosely Gallery on campus, they arranged, promoted and hung their own

show at the Art Institute & Gallery on
Salisbury's Downtown Plaza.  

Danyeal Charles, Erica Mathews,
Kelley Curry and Alycea Ginyard were

Porsha Harvey (R) and a second grader 
at Princess Anne Elementary

In 2012, the program was expanded to include female mentors and
mentees, as well as students from Greenwood Elementary School.
Supervised sessions occur during school hours, after school, and on some
weekends. 

“The UMES mentoring program is an integral part of our students’
academic success and social well-being,” said Jerisha Hood, an
administrator from Greenwood Elementary.  

“I was thrilled to have an opportunity to provide my students with great
role models…  In a society where there are many negative forces impacting
our children’s lives, this program was a positive ray of hope,” said Lynette
Johnson, the former principal of Princess Anne Elementary.  

The program is not only having an impact on the kids, but also on the
UMES students involved. “It is a wonderful feeling to uplift and guide young
people on the right path,” said senior sociology major Shakeena Jones.  

“I never had a support system growing up. I take pride in being that
support system for these young people,” said senior English major Jordan
Hamilton.  

Brenton Atkins, a 2012 graduate, wore several hats as a mentor: big
brother, tutor, relationship expert and assistant basketball coach. “I
established a bond with them; that was the best part of the program, the
bond, the trust,” he said.

MAKING a DIFFERENCE

anxious to get their work into the community and to get a larger audience
for their creative projects. Their show ran in conjunction with the A.I. & G.'s
2012 Holiday Artist Show. 

The students began looking for a venue off campus in the summer.
They were encouraged to contact A.I. & G. after having participated in an

event on the plaza in Salisbury and witnessing the
large audience the gallery attracted. It was

booked for the fall; however, Andrea
Gentry-Seidl, A.I. & G.’s

executive director, offered
them a pairing with the
previously planned
member’s show.  

Preparations for the
students’ show began in late

September and early October.
The seniors delivered their

framed works in mid-
November; they placed and
hung the show the following
day. Gentry-Seidl was
impressed with the
responsibility and
enthusiasm demonstrated by
the soon-to-be graduates.

Response to the
exhibition was
overwhelmingly positive. 



The following commentary was written by Dr. Karen Verbeke, Director
of Teacher Education at UMES and chair of the university’s
Department of Education.  It appeared on the Op/Ed page of The
Daily Times in Salisbury following the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting. 

Eleven days from Christmas, 12 days until Kwanzaa,
the sixth day of Hanukkah and just five school days until
holiday vacation. This is how Dec. 14, 2012 started for
millions of students, teachers and other school workers
across this country. What happened at Sandy Hook
Elementary School that day obliterated this season of hope
for the people of Newtown, Conn. – and millions more who
looked on in horror.

Along with teachers, their principal and a school psychologist, 20
hopeful 6- and 7-year old children were killed in the most brutal way. They
were where most 6- and 7-year-olds like to be – school. Safely ensconced, or
so they thought, they were working in learning centers, in reading groups,
solving math problems and going about their day. Their parents entrusted the
school and its staff to teach, to nurture, to support, and yes, and to keep their
children safe.

Newtown had the appearance of being a peaceful, small town. It was rated
one of the “safest” places to live. Bucolic and serene, beautiful and rural, it
enjoyed a highly rated school system. These facts should be important to us.
They remind us crimes of this enormity can happen anywhere and at any time.

As the director of 17 programs designed to train teachers, counselors,

principals, supervisors and superintendents, I see many more
challenges ahead for my colleagues and me. We are

increasingly aware of the changes in education.
It wasn’t long ago those of us who embraced the

responsibility of training the next generation of teachers
were primarily concerned about ensuring that these future
educators understood their subject matter thoroughly and
knew effective strategies to teach children. We knew our
students needed deep understanding of child growth and

development, experience in working in classrooms with
mentor teachers.  

Over the past few decades, we have seen a startling
upheaval in society that now means we also must prepare our

students to address poverty, homelessness, drug and substance abuse,
pregnancy, child and sexual abuse, and numerous other topics that many of
us had never encountered.

School safety has always been in our curriculum, but not at the level at
which we must address it now. As the community that trains our next
generation of teachers, counselors and administrators, we pledge to learn and
do all we can to work with local schools to enlighten not frighten, inspire not
incite, and to provide skills not skepticism.

We cannot be complacent; we cannot continue to be surprised and
overwhelmed by this. We must find ways to prepare those who have the most
important jobs – teaching our children – for perhaps the most challenging
part of their new career – the safety of those in their care.

TEACHING CHALLENGES now INCLUDE STUDENT SAFETY

their Oklahoma homes by drought.
The libraries also held book
discussions on “The Alchemist,”
Paulo Coelho’s story of a young
shepherd on his journey to Egypt.

Smartphone users who visited
the Mosely Gallery could record
their own journey stories. Those
who downloaded the app, “Stories from Main
Street,” added their personal stories to the
Smithsonian Institution’s oral history archives.  

“The exhibit used images, audio and

An exhibit at UMES’s Mosely
Gallery offered a unique
opportunity for community
collaboration during the fall
2012 semester. 

“Journey Stories," a
traveling exhibit of the
Smithsonian Institution’s
Museum on Main Street
program, was sponsored by the
Maryland Humanities Council.
It captured four centuries of
American history and included
accounts of European
immigrants traveling in search
of promise in a new country; Africans forced into
slavery and brought to North America; Native
Americans traveling the Trail of Tears after the
Indian Removal Act of 1830; the harrowing tales
of slaves escaping through the Underground
Railroad; and families leaving their hometowns in
search of employment during the Great
Depression.  

Somerset County libraries, in partnership
with the UMES exhibit, offered a screening of the
film “The Grapes of Wrath” and a discussion of
the journey of its tenant farmers, driven from

artifacts to tell how our ancestors
came to America or pursued a new

life in another state or across
the continent,” Cori Beardsley,
the new interim director gallery,
said. “The reasons why they
came or why they migrated
within the country are as
diverse as the individuals

themselves. ‘Journey Stories’ showed how the
development of transportation technology was
inspired mainly by the human desire for
freedom.”

SHARING our STORIES

4 Community Connections



TEXAS TRIP PLANNED

The recent
UMES
commencement
ceremony was a
celebration of
more than the
academic
achievements of

the graduating
students. It also

acknowledged the hard work and scholarly accomplishments
of two retired faculty members from the School of the Arts and
Professions. With nearly 80 years of teaching experience
between them, Dr. Sally Bing, former associate professor of
education, and Ernest Satchell, former chair and professor of
the Department of Fine Arts, were awarded the title of
professor emeritus.  

Members of the UMES
Gamma Omicron chapter of Alpha
Phi Sigma, a national criminal
justice honor society, held a series
of events during the fall semester
to raise money for a trip to the
group’s annual national
conference to be held in March in
Dallas, Texas.

Dr. Emmanuel Onyeozili,
faculty advisor to--and founder of-

-the chapter, escorted a group of 18 students to last year’s national conference in New York
City.  The students made a positive impression. The four-member team who participated in
the group’s National College Bowl Challenge took second place in the competition; four
UMES students were awarded scholarships; and senior Layshawn Hemingway, author of a
paper titled “Jails, Prisons, and Detention Facilities,” was one of only five students selected
to present their research at the conference.

More good news from the group: of the 17 members of Alpha Phi Sigma who graduated
from UMES in May of 2012, all either are fully employed or are pursuing graduate studies.
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LONGTIME
FACULTY HONORED

Outstanding Achievements

(L to R) Dr. Bing, President Bell 
and Mr. Satchell

(L to R) Yanika Jackson, Sidney Rogers, Clarke Smith
and Maureen Dohnji successfully compete in the
Alpha Phi Sigma College Bowl.

Leroy Myers, a senior history major, will have a résumé that is
full of remarkable achievements when he graduates in May.  

His hard work and brilliant mind qualified him to represent UMES
at the seventh annual Ford Black College Quiz, held in October at
Spellman College.  He excelled in the intense game show format,
earning a scholarship for himself.  

Myers, a Baltimore native, was also selected as a 2012
Schomburg-Mellon Humanities Summer Institute Fellow. He spent June
and July in Harlem at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture. The program is designed to encourage minority students and
others with an interest in African American studies to pursue graduate
degrees in the humanities. His work there enhanced his research skills
and exposed him to a variety of graduate-level ideas and concepts in
an intimate and competitive academic environment. His professors say
he was well qualified for this award as a serious student with a 3.5
grade point average and excellent skills in writing, critical reading and
thinking.  

During the spring semester, Myers will research and write his
history thesis on the popularity of Native American culture in the 1990s.
His research plan includes looking at influential American movies,
museums, literature and academic works.

Myers will also continue as a guest columnist for The Daily Times
in Salisbury. Several of his columns, including his photo and byline,
have been published on the editorial page of the newspaper.  

PREPARING for SUCCESS



Sociology major
Michael Taylor will
attend the Summer
Humanities Institute at
the Ralph J. Bunche

Center for African American Studies at
the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). The institute, funded
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
is a rigorous research program
intended to prepare promising
undergrads for graduate degrees in
the humanities or humanistic social
sciences.  

Taylor, a junior at UMES, applied
for and was selected to participate in
this highly competitive program
through an early admission process.
He will spend the summer of 2013 in
Los Angeles, on the UCLA campus.

UCLA will provide transportation, room and board, as well as a stipend. 
An Eastern Shore native from nearby Eden, Md., Taylor sees his

participation as a great opportunity for growth and networking. He is
also attracted to the idea of traveling and living in California for a
summer.  He hopes for greater insight into the field of sociology and
into the humanities, guided by UCLA professors.  He looks forward to
the vigorous graduate-level academic preparation.  

The UMES Department of Criminal Justice is
home to a campus king. Senior criminal justice
major Herman Hodges was crowned Mr. UMES at
an official coronation ceremony during the fall
2012 semester.

The university expanded its longstanding
campus royalty tradition in 1996 with the addition
of a Mr. UMES component to what had been strictly
a Miss UMES competition. With that addition, the
university’s Imperial Court assumed a formal role
as student ambassadors. 

“Being on the Imperial Court is an astounding
experience,” Hodges said. “We have taken trips to
Memphis for a leadership conference, as well as
Atlanta for the Miss National Black College Alumni
Hall of Fame pageant.”

Hodges also will travel to Lincoln University of
Missouri to compete on a national level during the annual Mr. HBCU Kings’ Leadership
Conference.  He should be perfectly comfortable on stage; the native of Laurel, Md.,
has been an active member of the UMES Drama Society.

Each fall semester, Mr. UMES is responsible for organizing what’s known as Men’s
Week. Hodges says he worked to make the 2012 Men’s Week uplifting and
empowering for all the males on campus. “There were events that taught them how to
dress professionally, … to respect women, … how to present yourself on social
media,” he said.

CAMPUS ROYALTY

There are nine new members of the Psi Mu chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society. The
Department of English and Modern Languages held a formal induction ceremony recently in the Student Services Center.
The inductees included Diasia Atkins, Allyson Brinson, Chelsea Corpening, Alexis Garrett, Shannon Logan,
Aiesha Myles, Juwan Nicholson, Jasmine Roberts and Brandon Shoats. 

Each of the students has at least a 3.0 cumulative grade point average, has completed a minimum of three college
semesters and is pursuing either an English major or minor. The new members were invited to join after an application
process which included the submission of faculty recommendations and an essay outlining their interest in the
organization. 

UMES chapter president KeShawn Taylor, an English major who would graduate a few weeks later, delivered
remarks at the ceremony. He reminded the inductees that, while college presents an opportunity for growth in many
areas, they should not lose sight of their academic priorities. He also challenged them to lead. “Tackle understatements,

reverse negatives, unveil positives in your other organizations, in the classroom, and, now, as a member of
Sigma Tau Delta,” he said.

Family and friends of the inductees who attended the event also
heard the department chair Dr. Jacqueline Brice-

Finch describe the lifelong benefits of
aligning oneself with an

organization that celebrates
learning and scholarship.  

CELEBRATING SCHOLARSHIP

New Sigma Tau Delta
members are formally
inducted into the
organization.

Junior English majors Brandon
Shoats and Jasmine Roberts 

GETTING READY
for GRAD SCHOOL

6  Outstanding Achievements
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The UMES women’s volleyball team won its second Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference championship
during the fall 2012 semester. It marked back-to-back MEAC titles for the team.

The group is a special favorite of the university’s School of the Arts and Professions—of the ten
athletes who participated, SAP lays claim to five. Seniors Corey Haynes and Ndidi Ibe are majoring in
English; Saitaua Iosia is a criminal justice major; Megan Mueller is a sociology major; and Jessie Vicic is
earning her degree in special education. 

SAP’s pride doesn’t stop with the players. The associate head coach Eric Hammond is a staff member
in the Department of English and Modern Languages, and Jaron McDougal, the team’s student manager, will
earn a degree in sequential arts from the university’s Department of Fine Arts.  

THE STUDENT BECOMES the TEACHER
This article was written by David Simpson who
maintained a perfect 4.0 grade point average while he
earned a Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) from
UMES. His degree was awarded in May of 2012; the
next semester he joined the faculty of the university’s
fine arts department.

Becoming professionally prepared and
establishing a career path can be a carefully
constructed, well thought out process. Yet people
who are close to you will caution: “You never
know what the future may bring.” 

That’s true.
During the portfolio presentation at the end of

my journey as a student in the MAT degree track,
Christopher Harrington, the chair of the university’s
Department of Fine Arts, congratulated me on my
accomplishment. He also said he’d like me to consider becoming an adjunct
professor at UMES. I did not expect the offer but welcomed the opportunity. 

During the fall 2012 semester, I was assigned to teach Painting II and
the Art History of American Crafts. These two courses are totally different in
nature. One is a studio class; the other, a lecture course. My experience as a
student in the MAT program helped me tackle both with a measure of
confidence.

I had learned the importance of advance preparation from my
education professors. The American crafts course required a lot of material
and lecture preparation. Various classes, such as Reading in the Content

SALUTING
our GRADUATES

Volleyball team members celebrate their conference championship with UMES President Juliette Bell (L).

Area, Technology in Education, and Curriculum in
the Content Area, helped me centralize how to
construct educational material and deliver the
information successfully to students. In addition,
class management lessons helped me to connect
with my students and make the most of our class
time. 

One thing is for sure, I can safely say the
students and I have developed a good rapport. I
arrive eager to teach every class, and there are
students in each course who are truly invested in
what they are learning. 

As an educator I believe you have to be
passionate about the subject you teach. I hope, in my
first semester as an instructor, I have made some sort

of positive impact on the fine arts program at UMES. The spring semester brings
a new challenge; I am teaching 3-D design. I am excited to continue to have the
opportunity to help the creative and talented UMES fine art students flourish into
accomplished artists. 

I believe, eventually, this unexpected part-time professional opportunity will
help me find my full-time career niche. For now, I am doing what I can for the
students, art and education. 

I encourage my students to be passionate about the art they create. It is
important for them to believe in their artistic abilities because, as we have
discovered together, you never know what the future may bring.

Adjunct professor David Simpson (R) with 
Paul Jerry, a senior applied design major 

A CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON

As the fall 2012 semester drew to a
close, Dean Ray Davis hosted two social
events for the School of the Arts and
Professions. Faculty and staff were invited to
a holiday reception November 29. The
following Monday, the faculty joined Davis in
a salute to the school’s December graduates. 

The celebration with SAP seniors
included good food and fellowship; it also
acknowledged the outstanding students in
each department. 

Virgil Boysaw was honored by the
Department of Fine Arts; Allyson Brinson
was named the outstanding student in the
Department of English & Modern Languages
and the outstanding student by the Phi
Kappa Phi Honor Society chapter; Folasade
Campbell was acknowledged by the
Department of Criminal Justice; Samantha
Thompson was recognized by the
Department of Education; and Kayla Yates
was selected as the outstanding graduate
from the Department of Social Sciences.
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Global Experience
THE PERFECT JOB

AN INTERNATIONAL ADVENTURE

Josalyn Rolfe, a December 2011 graduate
of the UMES master’s program in counselor
education, is living her dream. She began her
school counseling career this year as an
elementary school counselor at Kunming
International Academy in Kunming, Yunnan, China. 

“My students see the world differently and
have an expanded worldview,” she said. “I am
grateful for this wonderful opportunity.”

The job includes individual counseling,
placement testing for new students, classroom
guidance lessons and the creation of programs to
serve the local community. The school serves
international students in the community. Chinese
students do not attend because the academy does
not have a Chinese government-approved
curriculum.

In individual counseling, Rolfe devotes much
of her time to helping students with adjustment and
transitions. Since many students are children of
diplomats and missionaries, they have special
concerns related to frequent moves and transitions,
as well as adapting to new curricula. She works
with the students and their teachers to help make

the students feel comfortable.  
In this setting, bullying is a particularly

complex issue because of multiple cultural
expectations inherent in an international
population. For example, in some cultures, boys
are taught that the eldest son is in charge, and this
translates to an expectation of being in charge in
the classroom, at recess and at lunch with peers. In
other cultures, students value equality and
democratic principles and experience this
behavior as bullying. It is quite a challenge to teach
about bullying in a setting with multiple cultural
definitions of appropriate social behavior.  

Community service is an important part of
Rolfe’s job, and she collaborates with the
secondary school counselor to design programs,
such as service trips to local orphanages. She
describes her students as well-behaved, hard-
working and concerned about their futures, even at
the elementary level.  

“I am living my dream,” she said. “I meet
amazing students from all over the world who have
experienced life in many amazing ways.”

Naeemah Kitchens, who graduated summa cum laude from UMES in
2011, has recently completed a Fulbright teaching assistantship in Nairobi,
Kenya. Administered by the U.S. State Department, the Fulbright grant program
sends the best and brightest Americans around the world as scholarly
ambassadors. Kitchens applied for the program because she wanted to travel
after college, and the Fulbright was a wonderful opportunity to see the world.  

For nine months in 2012, Kitchens taught English to primary and
secondary students at Ummul Qura Educational Center in Nairobi. She also
advanced her knowledge of
Swahili, which she began
studying at UMES. This is not
her first experience in
Africa; Kitchens interned in
Uganda after her junior year
at UMES, working in a rural
village school for two
months.

A native of Prince
Georges County, Md.,
Kitchens was selected for the
prestigious and highly
competitive Fulbright

assistantship by excelling as an undergraduate English major and working for
two years as a peer tutor in the UMES Writing Center. Her specialty at the writing
center was working with African students for whom English was not a first
language.    

Besides teaching in Nairobi, Kitchens worked with local documentarians
and is now working on her own documentary. The topic of her film, “We’re
Ok,” is her own pursuit of purpose after graduation from college. The
experience of living in Kenya and meeting people from all over the world is the

inspiration for this work.   
Kitchens returned to the

U.S. to finish her master’s
degree in African American
Studies at Boston University;
her coursework was
interrupted when she won
the Fulbright appointment.
She has also been offered a
scholarship to attend the
University of Maryland
Francis King Carey School of
Law following the completion
of her work in Boston. 



“One Little Guitar: The Words of Paul Job Kafeero” is a literary and
pictorial recreation of the musical career of Uganda’s

esteemed composer, singer and social
critic Paul Kafeero. The book is the
only complete collection of every word
he recorded, in 83 songs on 21
albums, during his twenty-year career.
The collection celebrates the life of a
cultural icon and preserves a serious
body of literature as part of the cultural
legacy of all Ugandans.

Kafeero’s music, even after his death
in 2007, continues to reverberate in the
hearts of Ugandans at home and abroad.
Barrett-Gaines ensured that her book was
published in Uganda by a Ugandan
publisher, Fountain Publishers, Ltd. “Many
Ugandan artists, after their deaths, disappear
from history,” Barrett-Gaines said. “This
book ensures that Kafeero will live on.”

PRESERVING HISTORY
Kathryn

Barrett-Gaines is
one of the most
recognizable
people in
Uganda, but in
Africa she is not
well known by
the name she
uses on the
UMES campus:
Dr. Barrett-
Gaines, history

professor and director of African American studies. 
In Uganda, she is known as Omwana

w’Omuzungu, a popular entertainer, and the
widow of Paul Kafeero, one of Uganda’s most
beloved musicians. Barrett-Gaines is the subject of
one Kafeero’s most famous songs.  It is included in a new book she has
published about her late husband.

MEETING the CHALLENGE
The Department of English and Modern Languages, through its Foreign

Language Instructional Center (FLIC), has been busy introducing new languages
to the UMES curriculum. The effort is designed to answer
the call from the U.S. government to produce more
speakers of foreign languages, especially those which are
designated critical-need.

Chinese was introduced in 2011, along with
Beginning Haitian Creole. In the spring 2013 semester,
Beginning Russian will be taught for the first time. There
are plans to add Intermediate Russian in the following
semester. 

Arabic, another critical-need language, has been
taught for several years at UMES.
Along with Chinese, these two
languages figure at the top of the list
of what the U.S. Department of State
calls “super critical need”
languages. The demand for more
Americans to speak foreign
languages is extremely high in
order to meet the country’s needs
for military, commercial and
humanitarian efforts. 

“There has never been a
more important time for new college graduates
to study foreign languages,” according to Tammy Gharbi, the program
coordinator for the Foreign Language Instructional Center. “Jobs are waiting for
accountants who speak Chinese, engineers who know Arabic—and the list goes
on and on.”

UMES students can still take Spanish and French, bien sûr, and the new
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effort to add critical-need languages does not diminish the value of those
longstanding courses. “The University has committed itself to producing globally

competent graduates, and
hispanophone and francophone
countries are certainly part of the
globe,” Gharbi said. “But the dynamic
and complex world in which we live,
coupled with the shortage of speakers
of certain languages, make the
demand much greater than the
supply.”

Another unique feature of the
university’s foreign language
capabilities is a state-of-the-art foreign
language classroom. This 20-seat

facility boasts the same instructional
system found in government language
programs along with a number of
resources such as the well-known
RosettaStone™ software.  Students
who attend classes in the FLIC
classroom say they prefer the added
technology, and instructors report

overall improved proficiency among their language learners.
The FLIC program also holds non-credit classes for the community,

including such popular offerings as Spanish for Healthcare Professionals. Last
summer it launched the first Summer Language Experience for high school
students who studied Chinese for two weeks. FLIC also works with K-12
educators to bring about more foreign language opportunities for public school
students in the tri-county area.

(Top) Summer Language
Experience students in a
Chinese class.

(L) French language
instructor Dr. Jacalyn Book is
able to monitor individual
students as they practice
pronunciation in the FLIC lab. 

Dr. Barrett-Gaines



Four years, almost to the day, after
President-elect Barack Obama stopped
into Ben’s Chili Bowl for a chili dog, the
men of the UMES basketball team did
the same. On Friday, January 4, the
morning after a hard-fought loss to
American University, the team got a
unique tour of the nation’s capital. Dr.
Kathryn Barrett-Gaines, director of
African American Studies at UMES, met
the players at the world famous
restaurant on the world famous U
Street, “Black Broadway,” to ensure they
earned an understanding of the richness
of the black history of Washington, D.C.  

The team sat in the same chairs as
all the luminaries who have eaten at the
Chili Bowl, including Chris Rock, Bill Cosby, Redd Foxx,
Martin Luther King, Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture), Duke
Ellington, Miles Davis, Ella Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway, Nat King
Cole, Dick Gregory, Donny Hathaway and Sonia Sotomayor.
Two historians of the landmark institution taught them that
Ben’s Chili Bowl has anchored U Street for more than half a
century. It saw U Street through riots and rage, through the drug epidemic and
other challenges that shut down almost every business on the street. After
learning of the commitment and hard work of Ben and Virginia Ali who founded
the joint in 1958, the team applauded Virginia Ali, who still comes every day to
the restaurant now run by her children. Ali welcomed the team, hugging the
players and posing for pictures. 

The team relished the internationally-recognized chili but did not learn its

Like Dizzy Gillespie and Louis Armstrong
before them, when UMES music education majors
take to the road for a public performance, they
serve as cultural ambassadors. “We are
ambassadors,” said Dr. John Lamkin, the
university’s director of bands and the fine arts
department’s music coordinator. “We keep that
tradition alive.”  

During the fall 2012 semester,
in addition to numerous on-
campus performances,
UMES musical ambassadors
entertained the Eastern Shore
community at many public
events, including a Veterans Day
program in Cambridge, the
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secret-recipe. Players and coaches did learn about the
hundred-year old Lincoln Theatre nearby, immortalized in
poetry by Langston Hughes. They strolled by Duke Ellington’s
childhood home and the venue of his first public performance
in 1916 at age 17. They stood before the YMCA named for
Anthony Bowen who purchased his own freedom from slavery.
They learned that Thurgood Marshall stayed in this YMCA, the
first built for African Americans, during his historic role in the
1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision. 

The team moved beyond U Street to absorb more of the
history of black DC, as Barrett-
Gaines led them to the Lincoln
Memorial; the Martin Luther King
Memorial, where she revealed little-
known details of Dr. King’s life; and
the Jefferson Memorial, where she
discussed the relationships that slave-
owner Thomas Jefferson had with
Benjamin Banneker and with Sally
Hemings. The team bus drove by the
Smithsonian Castle, built of stone
quarried by Martha Washington’s slaves,
and passed by the United States Capitol,
another building constructed by slaves,

where preparations were underway for the second inauguration of the first
black president of the United States. 

This day of discovery was the idea of head coach Franklin Allen and his
staff, who want our student-athletes to be both students and athletes. The
coaches’ goal is to design the team’s travel to include opportunities for the
student-athletes to expand their minds and their knowledge.

TOURISTS with a PURPOSE

Members of the
UMES basketball
team get a unique
history lesson at
Ben’s Chili Bowl.

Winterfest Gala in Ocean City, Old Princess Anne
Days and several appearances on a new local
television show, “Delmarva Life.”

The college musicians are definitely
successful recruiters. There are middle
and high school students who choose to
study music at UMES after they attend a
concert of one of the university’s

performance-related groups,
including the gospel and concert

choirs, the wind ensemble, the jazz
ensemble, the jazz combo and

the concert band.

Music majors get plenty of practice. They have
a rigorous community concert schedule; they

perform at campus events; and, of course,
there are numerous classes to attend.

That’s not all. They also have weekly
private music lessons, and they
perform public recitals as mid-term

and final exams.
“We teach our students to

teach music. In order to do
that, they have to become

musicians,” Lamkin said.
“That trains a different
aspect of musicality.
There’s another dynamic
involved there.”

MAKING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC



Every fall for the last twelve years,
The Department of Fine Arts has
organized a road trip to visit a
noteworthy museum. In November, the
destination was Washington, D.C.  

Bright and early on the morning of
November 9, 2012, 18 students traveled
with fine arts chair Christopher
Harrington and faculty members Brad
Hudson and Corinne Beardsley to visit
the National Gallery of Art and the
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden. 

Students began their art tour of the
capital in the West Wing of the National
Gallery. The West Wing holds the oldest
items in the museum’s collection,
including works by Raphael,
Rembrandt, Van Gogh and the only
portrait by Leonardo Da Vinci in the
Western Hemisphere, “Ginevra de’
Benci.” 

The group’s next stop was the
museum’s East Wing which houses
modern and contemporary works.
Students studied works by the world’s
greatest modern and postmodern artists,
including Warhol, Pollock, Matisse and
Picasso.  A special retrospective of Roy
Lichtenstein’s work was also on exhibit.
Lichtenstein is best known for his
cartoon and comic-inspired pop works.
Kelley Curry, a senior sequential arts

major, was enthralled with his work and
was inspired to incorporate facets of his
style into her own work for the student art
exhibition, “Revelations,” at the Mosely
Gallery.

In the afternoon, students walked to
the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden. The Hirshhorn was founded by
Joseph H. Hirshhorn, a wealthy financier,
philanthropist and art lover. The
museum’s collection is primarily
populated with works by modern and
postmodern artists. Students were able to
view an expansive exhibition of
controversial Chinese artist Ai Weiwei. In
addition to this temporary exhibition,
students also had the opportunity to view
an installation by Barbara Kruger. Artists
from the Hirshhorn’s permanent
collection include Bacon, De Kooning,
Giacometti, Gorky, Moore, Oldenburg,
Ono, Puryear, and Rauschenberg.

Students were overwhelmed with the
variety and complexity of the works they
viewed. There was much discussion over
their dinner in D.C.’s Chinatown.  The trip
was capped with a stop at a favorite art
supply store.

The Department of Fine Arts also
makes an annual excursion to New York
City museums and galleries during each
spring semester.
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Even though Hurricane
Sandy made an unscheduled
appearance during the week of
the UMES Drama Society’s fall
theater production, enthusiastic
audiences filled the Ella
Fitzgerald Performing Arts
Center for a slightly reduced
two-night run of “For Colored
Girls Who Have Considered
Suicide When the Rainbow is
Enuf.”

The campus production
combined elements of Ntozake
Shange’s original stage play
from 1975 and Tyler Perry’s
2010 film adaptation. It
chronicled, through a series of
powerful monologues, the lives
of black women in America, including the painful reality of various forms of
domestic violence. Drama society director and theatre faculty member Dr. Della

Dameron-Johnson says the
content remains relevant to a
broad audience. “It is
particularly appropriate as (our
presentation) comes on the
heels of October’s designation
as National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month,” she said.

The UMES production
featured nine actresses, dressed
in a simple rainbow of colors
which were repeated in tall
fabric stage banners and on the
costumes of dancers who
interpreted the content. The
stark simplicity of the set design
allowed the audience to focus
on the stellar performances.  

In addition to those who
appeared on stage, nearly 50 students were involved behind the scenes as
technical, costume, makeup and publicity crew members.  

Fine art majors in the National Gallery of Art

THE SHOW
MUST GO ON

Painful but powerful monologues marked the UMES Drama Society’s fall theatre production.

NATIONAL TREASURES



Devin
Clay, a
sophomore
criminal justice
major, died in a
single vehicle
accident near the
UMES campus on
October 21.  The

19-year-old native
of Upper
Marlboro, Md.,

was remembered at a candlelight vigil in the
Student Services Center’s courtyard a few
days later.  

The event was organized by student
leaders so that members of the campus
community could express their grief and
offer their condolences to Clay’s family.
More than 250 people attended. They heard
Denese Clay, accompanied by her husband,
tearfully describe their son as “the light of
our life … that went out too soon.”

English major Kandace Sewell was a
passenger in the car. She survived the
accident and is recovering from her
injuries.
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Remembering

SAYING
GOODBYE

HIV/AIDS activist Maria Davis
visited UMES in late November to
commemorate World AIDS Day. She
spoke not only as an activist but also as a
survivor.

Davis was diagnosed with HIV in 1995.
Prior to her illness, she was a model and a
successful music promoter in New York City.
Her big national break occurred in 1996
when she appeared on Jay-Z’s debut album,
“Reasonable Doubt.” But by 1998 she had
AIDS, weighed 95 pounds and had a hole in
her tongue from a yeast infection. She spent
two months in the hospital fighting for her
life.  

“HIV is a preventable disease, and you don’t have to get
HIV to learn about HIV … We should all be informing each
other,” she admonished the students.  

Rubin Davis, a native of Mount Vernon, N.Y.,
attended UMES from 2003 to 2009, completing both
his undergraduate and graduate degrees in the
Department of Criminal Justice. He returned home to
make a difference in his community. He worked at
Phoenix House, an organization in the Bronx, N.Y.,
which helps young men in the inner city improve
their lives. This was his passion.

Sadly, tragedy struck during the mid-day of June
26, 2011; Davis was gunned down in a public park in
the same neighborhood where he grew up.

His family has honored his legacy and academic
achievements by establishing the Rubin L. Davis

Foundation. The foundation works to encourage other young men in inner cities
to follow in Davis’s path and choose school over the streets. Its education
initiative includes seminars to help young people pinpoint their interests, map a
career path and tackle a college application. 

“Even in his absence, we want Rubin’s passion to help young men make it
out,” said Evelyn Davis, his mother. “To show them that they have options, that’s
what the foundation is all about.”

A major project of the foundation is the Rubin L. Davis Scholarship Fund,
offered to students interested in attending UMES. The inaugural Pre-Mother’s Day
Luncheon and Birthday Memorial Celebration—both in honor of Rubin Davis—
were held in May of 2012. Proceeds, from what are expected to be annual
events, benefit both the recruitment of young men to attend UMES and the
activities of the Rubin L. Davis Foundation.

“He decided he was going to go to college and be somebody, and he did
just that,” said Davis. “He is loved and missed, and he would want us to spread
his message.”

A LEGACY to UMES

Thanks to medicine, prayer, a
positive attitude and family support,
Davis was able to recover. Over the

past decade she has become one of the
nation’s leading AIDS activists, speaking at
schools and churches, on panels, and on
television and radio. 

UMES senior education major Ta-Shay
Watkins was especially moved by Davis’s
testimony. “It’s not very often that you meet
someone with such a readiness to share all
of themselves with you just so you can learn
from their mistakes,” Watkins said.

Davis’s appearance was sponsored by
Stars Status, a student public service

organization, and the Department of Social Sciences. She
addressed Dr. Joshua Wright’s Black Women’s History course;
however, her presentation was open to the entire campus. 

“If I can do it,
then so can you.” 

Rubin Davis
(1985-2011)Devin Clay

(1993-2012)

LIFE-SAVING LESSONS

Dr. Joshua Wright and Maria Davis


